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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
“It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no man can sincerely try to help another without 

helping himself. “ – Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

to all our ICH members! I hope everyone enjoyed a relaxing Holiday 
Season and time spent with family and friends. The ICH Holiday Party was 
a festive evening of good food, drink and friendship, enjoyed by all.  The 
evening’s Holiday Basket Raffle raised a total of $372 to be donated to the 

ICH scholarship fund.   
 
At this time, I am pleased to announce the newest recipients of the Billie C. Fowler ICH Scholarship at the 
University of Houston Clearlake. This year, two individual scholarships were awarded to students Jendavi 
Alleyene and Thi Tra. Ms. Alleyene, from Dominica and a full-time undergraduate student, is expected to 
receive a Bachelor of Science in Biology in spring 2008.  Since coming to the U.S., Ms. Alleyene has 
been active with the Rotaract Club, the Biology Club, the Caribbean Student Organization, the 
Biotechnology Research Club and also works as an office assistant at Premium Eyecare.  Ms. Tra, from 
Vietnam and a full-time undergraduate student, is expected to receive a Bachelor of Science in Finance in 
spring 2009. She has been involved in many activities both in the U.S. and in Vietnam, including the 
Junior Buddhist Family, Vietnamese International Student Association and the Vietnamese Student 
Association.  In addition to her studies and activities, Ms. Tra works in the Intercultural and International 
Student Services office as a student ambassador.   
 
On behalf of the ICH Board, I thank you all for your continued generosity and support, enabling ICH to 
provide these scholarships.  
 
ICH recently became a member of the Open Door network, an Open Door to Associations of International 
Women. At the present time, there are more than eighty International Women's Associations in forty 
countries which "…open their doors to each other".  Membership is open to all nationalities to offer inter-
club contact and communication and provides a great tool and link for members as they move around the 
world. Check out the link on our website or visit www.opendoorworldwide.com. 
 
Entertaining out of town guests? Interested in exploring more of Houston? Our January meeting features a 
presentation from the volunteer organization Houston Greeters. Hope to see you there on the 17th. Please 
don’t forget about our Book Sale Box at the monthly meetings – it’s an easy way to donate books and also 
pick up a good read. 
 
All my best,  
 
Chris 
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MONTHLY MEMBERS’ MEETING – January 2008 

 

HOUSTON GREETERS:  

SHOWING OFF HOUSTON 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
"I think Greeters can offer visitors a very quick way to feel connected with Houston.  Ask us about a 
subject that's dear to your heart, and it's likely we have a Greeter with the same interest who can show 
you what Houston has to offer in that field" - Susan Borches, CEO of the organization “Houston 
Greeters”. 

 

 

 
 
Come and join us for a talk with Ms Borches and discover a most unusual organization that can help you 
or your visitors discover Houston from vintage clothing stores in Montrose to open-heart surgery and 
farmers’ markets.  Greeters are volunteers and the non-profit organization’s mission is to “enrich visitors’ 
experiences by connecting them one-on-one with volunteer Greeters who share their knowledge of, and 
passion for, the Houston region”. 
 
The free service pairs visitors, newcomers and even local residents with volunteers who are excited about 
showing off the Bayou City. Visitors see Houston from a local perspective because “...our Greeters are 
enthusiastic Houston-area volunteers, not professional tour guides. Greeters speak many languages and 
welcome opportunities for visitors to practice their English.” 
 
Established in 2006, the program is the brainchild of Ms Borches, a former Shell Oil executive. It is part 
of the Global Greeter Network, with similar programs including New York, Chicago, Toronto, Fairbanks, 
Buenos Aires, Melbourne and others.  Most people hear about it by word of mouth or chance upon the 
Web site: www.houstongreeters.org. 
 
 

 

 
Directions for:  The Park at Voss, 2424 South Voss Road, Houston, TX-77057  
The Park at Voss Apartment Complex is on Voss Road between Westheimer and San Felipe.  It is on the west side of Voss - 
the left side if you are coming from Westheimer, the right side if you are coming from San Felipe. Enter the area by the ‘Park at 
Voss’ sign and proceed to the left side of the parking lot. Once you are parked, follow the path inside the fenced area to the 
leasing office and the conference room. 
 
 
 
 

Thursday January 17th 
10:00 am to 12:00 Noon 

The Park at Voss 
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MEMBERS’ CORNER 
 
2

ND
 ANNUAL TEXAS TEAPOT TOURNAMENT 

The teapots will be on display for public viewing from January 5-31 at the Houston 
Potters Guild Shop & Gallery, 2726 White Oak Drive.    Hundreds of teapots created 
by clay artists for this international competition will be juried by Oliver Goldesberry, 
owner of the highly respected fine craft and three-dimensional gallery, Goldesberry 
Gallery.  Check out http://www.houstonpotters.com/ 
 

Saturday Jan 13
th

 - THE CHEVRON HOUSTON MARATHON AND ARAMCO 
HALF MARATHON is a January classic and remains an important part of the 
Houston community, helping to raise millions of dollars for local charities.  Time: 
Start at 7:00 a.m. The finish line will close at 1:00 p.m. Location: All pre- and 
post-race activities will take place at the George R. Brown Convention Center, 
1001 Avenida de las Americas.  My daughter will be taking part in the Special 
Needs Walk – all for a good cause. 
 

 
97

TH
 MARDI GRAS! GALVESTON CELEBRATIONS. January 25

th
 – February 5

th.  Rich in 
history, Mardi Gras! Galveston celebrates its 97th event since it’s inception in 1867. See where it 
all began at the Mardi Gras Museum located in the Historic Strand District. Make your mark in 
history – attend Mardi Gras! Galveston 2008! Twelve days of fun and entertainment! Beginning 
on January 25 and it's not over until the Fat Lady sings! Fat Tuesday, February 5.  I would 
suggest staying overnight to catch all the fun in the streets and eating establishments.  Along 
the route, many people stand on balconies to throw beads down.  A Baring chest is optional! 
For more information, click on  
http://www.mardigrasgalveston.com/ 
 

Venture further out to Port Arthur for the Southeast Texas Mardi Gras Celebrations from Thursday, 31 Jan to 
Sunday, 3rd February.  Click on the following link for more information: 
http://www.portarthur.com/mardigras/calendar.htm 
 
The most famous in the region surely belongs to New Orleans whose big parades begin the weekend of Jan 25th 
and continue each weekend until Fat Tuesday on February 5th.  It’s a real let-it-all-hang-out 
carnival atmosphere or as they say over there”Laissez les bon temps roulez” – let the 
good times roll!  http://www.experienceneworleans.com/mardigras/index.html will give you 
the information you need. Celebrity hint:  Kevin Costner will be a Grand Marshall on one of the parade routes. 
 

One of the first rodeos to appear on the calendar and the oldest rodeo in the nation, the 
legendary FORT WORTH STOCK SHOW AND RODEO celebrates its 112th anniversary at the 
Will Rogers Memorial Center from Jan 11th to Feb 3rd   I hear its worth the trip as there is plenty 
to see and do besides the rodeo. 
For more information, click on http://www.fwstockshowrodeo.com/ 
 
Other events of note: 
 

Martin Luther King Parades – Sat 19th and Mon 21st- downtown Houston.  Click on this link for more information: 
http://www.mlkgrandeparade.org/    Includes a youth parade and “battle of the bands” at Jones-Cowart Stadium. 
 
Altar Boyz presented by Stages Theater (3201 Allen Parkway).  The Broadway musical hit comes to Houston for performances 
from December 7 to January 13. For more information, look up http://www.stagestheatre.com/cms_home/index.html 
 
Events in town for your interest are too numerous to list, here are a couple of interesting ones, check out this 
website for a full listing: http://www.visithoustontexas.com/visitors/events.php and 
http://tourtexas.com/eventsbyregion.html 
 
 
Submissions to the newsletter can be emailed to Mun Molloy, V-P Newsletter, at ich_newsletter@yahoo.com.  Events of special 

interest to our international members, websites to keep us all in touch and so on are always welcome and is continually 

updated and added to our website at http://internationalconnectionshouston.org/ 
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ICH ACTIVITIES 
 

Activities Co-Coordinator:  Barbara Donnelly (ich_activities@yahoo.com). 
For all the following activities, please contact the activity leaders directly. The personal phone numbers and e-mail 
addresses of the activity leaders can be found in the ICH MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY. For a copy of the 
Membership Directory, please contact the V-P, Membership Shelagh Metselaar at ich_membership@yahoo.com. 
If you cannot contact the activity leader, please email Barbara Donnelly at ich_activities@yahoo.com  

All participants in ICH activities must be members of ICH. 

 

SPECIAL ICH ACTIVITIES 
 

DINING OUT 

 The next Dining out will be on Friday January 18
th 

at Tommy's Seafood Steakhouse, Westheimer Road, 
by Kirkwood. Reservation deadline is Tues., Jan. 15th 
to Bev Smolenski at RDSMOLENSK@aol.com. For 
more information, please contact Beverly 

Smolenski  

 

EXPLORE HOUSTON 
The next tour will be March 25th to Fort Bend 
County Museum in Richmond. Full details at the 
January meeting and in the next newsletter. Contact 
Monica White for more information. 
 

INTERNATIONAL LUNCH 

These lunches are delicious, fun to attend and very 
popular!  If you are interested in hosting an event or 
would like to cook for one, please contact Carole 
Stecker. 
 

NEW2ICH COFFEE   

If you would like to attend the next New2ICH coffee 
morning, please email Linda Hunter  
 
“A WHISTFUL EVENING OF FUN” 

Come join us for an evening of whist with your 

partners – a card game that is bound to end in 

tears or laughter.  This fast card game will be 

hosted by one of our members on the evening of 

Saturday, 16
th
 February 2008.  So clear your 

diaries – details will be in the Feb newsletter. 

 

 

NEW ACTIVITIES! 
 
CARD-MAKING CLASS  

Shelagh will be running card-making classes in 
the New Year. Due to limited spaces, the first 
class is fully subscribed. If you 
are interested in the next one 
- March/April - please email 
Shelagh Metselaar.   
 

 
Hanne Abrahamsen has offered 
to run a morning handicrafts 
session (stitching, quilt making, 
knitting and other activities). If 
you want to join a stitch group 
and cannot make the current 

afternoon session, please contact Hanne Abrahamsen 
to discuss setting up a new group.  
 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
BOOK CLUB  

 

The fourth Thursday of the month  

at 10:30 a.m.  

If you are already a member of the 
group, you will be given directions to the venue.  If 
you would like to join, please contact Amber 
Wickwire OR Jeanne Hero.  If you feel you cannot 
keep up the pace of one book per month, you can 
choose one or more titles and attend the appropriate 
meeting. "Casuals" are most welcome 
 
January Book: 

Desert Queen: the Extraordinary Life of Gertrude Bell: 
Adventurer, Adviser to Kings, Ally of Lawrence of 
Arabia by Janet Wallach 
Biography about a British woman who played a key 
role in the creation of modern Iraq in the early 1920s.  
She was involved in putting King Faisal on the throne 
in Baghdad, helping to draw the new country’s borders 
and mobilizing its diverse peoples to support the new 
nation-state.  (www.unc.edu) 
 
Note from Jeanne Hero 
In January, we will be presenting our picks for the 
next year.  Please have read your selection.  We will 
vote via e-mail and Amber will have the results to us 
by the February meeting.  We are also considering 
reading a classic so if you have a favorite, bring it too. 
 

February Book: 

The Constant Princess by Phillipa Gregory 
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COOKING CLUB   

The cooking club is held every second Tuesday of the 
month at 10 am.  

No meeting in January! 

If you would like to join the group, please contact 
Kareen Dee.  

 
FRIDAY NIGHT BRIDGE Anyone interested in 
playing bridge in the evening?  Come with a partner or 
request a partner to play fun bridge on the second 
Friday of the month. For more information, please 

contact Friedel Liptay.  
 

FRIENDLY BRIDGE (Tuesday) 

Every first and third Tuesday of the month from 

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. If you would like to play with 
this group, please get in touch with Raquel 

Fernandez. 
Please check with Raquel for this month’s meeting 

times. No meeting on 1
st
 Jan. 

 

GENTLE GOLF         

We now have a contact list for anyone wanting to find 
a partner for a friendly game of golf. Call or email 
Jenny Carne and she will put you on the list, help you 
find a partner or put you in touch with a group of 
people willing to play. 
 
ICE SKATING  

When: *Second and fourth Thursday of the 

month* Note change of day 

Where: Galleria Ice Rink.  Meet at La Madeleine at 
10.30am for coffee. Contact Sandra Pezzetta. 
 
*MOVIE MATINEE* 

In January, Movie Matinee will be on the second 

Wednesday of the month 

Leader: Beverly Smolenski. Please contact Beverly for 
more information.   
 
STITCHING GROUP  

The Lone Star Stitchers (embroidery, quilting, cross-  
stitch etc) meet every Monday from 1:00–4:00pm. If 
you wish to join the group, call Margaret Wallace. 
See note above about a potential new group 

 

SPANISH CLASSES 

If you are interested in Spanish classes, please contact 
Barbara Donnelly  

 

SPANISH CONVERSATION COFFEE 

MORNING 

The group meets every second Thursday of the month. 
This is a monthly coffee morning for people to 
practice Spanish in a friendly and supportive 

environment.  Native Spanish speakers are actively 
encouraged to attend this group.  If you would like 
more information, please contact Judy Patel. 
 

TENNIS 

We have a number of members interested in playing 
tennis (singles or doubles) on a casual basis. If you 
would like to be put on the contact list, please email 
Barbara Donnelly 
 

WEST SIDE WALKERS 

This is a great way to meet people in the West 
Memorial area, especially if you are new to Houston. 
We meet weekly on Friday mornings at 9:00am, at 
Terry Hershey Park on Memorial Drive, and ¼ mile 
west of Eldridge. Meet by the pavilion (gazebo) on the 
north side of Memorial Drive.  Contact Kate Horan.  
 

MEMBER SERVICES 

We act as facilitators for a number of activities that 

may be of interest to our members.  If you wish to 

participate or if you want to know more please 

contact either the leader or Barbara Donnelly 

 

PLAYGROUP  

ICH members have been invited to join the TANZOT 
playgroup. They don’t mind at all if you are not from 
The Antipodes! The playgroup meets every Thursday 
morning 10:00am-12:00pm, usually at a member’s 
home. Come and let your kids play, while you have 
coffee and a chat. For mothers and children from 0-4. 
For information, contact Barbara Donnelly 

 

GET UP AND DANCE!  

If you would like to explore the world 
of social dancing in Houston then 
Bronwyn is happy to facilitate that.  
She knows where you can go to begin or 
can find out. If it’s two step, polka, east or west coast 
swing, salsa, waltz or hip hop, she can help get you 
launched and would be happy to accompany you to 
your first class or for your first social outing and to 
join you regularly for dancing. To find out more 
contact Bronwyn Browne.  
 
Looking for something for the teenagers to do during 
the vacations? Christa is organizing trips and outings 
for teenaged children. For more details, contact 
Christa Dyson. 

 

H.I.N.T.s (Houston International Newcomers Team) 
We have a team of people to help newcomers to ICH. 
They have put together a welcome pack full of useful 
information about Houston. If you have any 
suggestions or wish to be involved, please contact 
Janet Dunlop or Carol Hammer. 
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EVENTS & ACTIVITIES CALENDAR – January 2008 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
 

SAT SUN 

 1 2 3 
Playgroup 10-12 

 
Spanish III 

2-3.30pm 

4 
WALKING 9AM 

 
 

5 

 

6 

 

7 
 

STITCHING GROUP 
1:00-4:00 pm 

 

Spanish II 

2-3.30pm 

 
 
 

8 
No Cooking Club 

this month 
 

 
Spanish I 

12.00-1.30 

9 

 

ICH Board 

meeting 

10.30 am 

 

Movie matinee 

 

19 
 

Playgroup 10-12 

*Ice skating * 

New day and time 

10.30am 

 

 ‘Spanish’ Coffee 
morning 10.30am 

 
Spanish III 

2-3.30 pm 

11 
 

WALKING 9AM 
 

Bridge pm 

12 
 

13 

 

 

14 

 
STITCHING GROUP 

1:00-4:00 pm 
 

Spanish II 

2-3.30pm 

 
 

15 
BRIDGE  

10.AM-1PM 

 
 

Spanish I  
12.00-1.30 

16 

 
 

17 
Playgroup 10-12 

 

MONTHLY 

MEETING  

@VOSS 10AM 

 
Spanish III 

2-3.30pm 

18 

 
 

WALKING 9AM 
 

DINING OUT 
(evening) 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

 

MLK day 

 
STITCHING GROUP 

1:00-4:00 pm 
 

Spanish II 

2-3.30pm 

22 
 

Spanish I  
12.00-1.30 

23 
 

24 
*Ice skating*  new 

day and time 

10.30am 

 

BOOK CLUB 

10.30AM 
Book selection 

meeting See details 
under ‘Book club’. 
Spanish III 

2-3.30pm 

25 

 
WALKING 9AM 

 
 

26 
 

27 

28 
STITCHING GROUP 

1:00-4:00 pm 
 

Spanish II 

2-3.30pm 

 

29 
Spanish I 

12.00-1.30 

 

 

30 

 

31 
Playgroup 10-12 

 
Spanish III 

2-3.30pm 
 

    

 

ICH wishes to express their thanks and appreciation to one of our longest standing sponsors, 

Mr Clay Poe of Interconex, Inc. of 860 Greens Parkway, Suite 500, Houston, Texas 77067, 

for underwriting our brochures.  These high-quality brochures are distributed to schools 

and organizations and help publicize our organization and its mission of connecting the 

expatriate, inpatriate and local communities. 

 

Mr Poe and Interconex, Inc, one of the industry’s largest moving companies, has been a 

staunch supporter of ICH since its inception and we are grateful for his continuing 

support.   
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

If you have any questions regarding membership, new or renewal, please e-mail 

 Shelagh Metselaar, VP Membership at ich_membership@yahoo.com. 

 
Thank you very much to all ICH members who have already paid their fees for 2008.  
If you wish to renew your membership, please complete a membership form which is available on the website at 
www.internationalconnectionshouston.org. Click on the Contact ICH link, find the membership form, and mail it with 
your check for $20 (made payable to International Connections of Houston) to the address below:               
 

International Connections of Houston, 

14027 Memorial Drive, #394, 

Houston, TX 77079. 

 
Alternatively, you may renew your membership at the monthly meeting.  
Please note: If you joined ICH after August 2007, your membership automatically includes 2008 membership. Should 
you have any questions or queries, please contact me at ich_membership@yahoo.com .  
 
The ICH ‘Sunshine’ initiative continues where cards will be sent on behalf of ICH to members who are hospitalized, 
recovering from surgery or illness, leaving Houston etc.  
Should you know of any of our members who would appreciate a card from ICH, please contact me at the above e-mail 
address.  
 
With best wishes for a happy and healthy 2008, 
Shelagh Metselaar,   
ICH VP, Membership.  

 
♦ ICH membership dues run from January 1

st
 to December 31st. 

♦ The 2008 dues are $20.00 

♦ Only fully paid up members may take part in ICH activities. 

 
Please note that the ICH Membership Directory is compiled solely for the personal use of ICH Members. The use of the directory 
for business purposes and distribution of the Directory to any person or entity other than an ICH member is strictly forbidden. 

 
SPONSORS & SERVICE PROVIDERS 

ICH would like to thank our faithful and generous sponsors and service providers 
Options Resource Careers  

for funding refreshments at our monthly meetings. 
The Park at Voss 

2424 South Voss Road, Houston, TX-77057 
for our spacious meeting venue and parking. 

Jackie Verity, Career Coach 
4801 Woodway Drive, Suite 300East, Houston, TX 77056 

for underwriting our website  
The UPS Store 

14027 Memorial Drive, Houston, TX-77079 
for professional assistance.  

ICH recommends Hatim Amiji for all your printing and postal needs. 
Clay Poe of Interconex, Inc. 

860 Greens Parkway, Suite 500, Houston, Texas 77067 
for underwriting our brochures 

 
OUR MISSION 

To connect, educate and empower members who have lived or are living an international experience. 

 

OUR VISION 
To provide an educational and social forum for people in Houston who are interested in international and intercultural 

issues. To provide scholarship funds to students who are pursuing an education with an international orientation. To 

promote involvement in the local community and to foster global friendships. 

 


