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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

“It is one of the most beautiful compensations of this life that no man can sincerely try to help another without
helping himself. “— Ralph Waldo Emerson
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MONTHLY MEMBERS’ MEETING - January 2008

HOUSTON GREETERS:
SHOWING OFF HOUSTON

Thursday January 17th
10:00 am to 12:00 Noon
The Park at VVoss

"1 think Greeters can offer visitors a very quick way to feel connected with Houston. Ask us about a
subject that's dear to your heart, and it's likely we have a Greeter with the same interest who can show
you what Houston has to offer in that field"” - Susan Borches, CEO of the organization “Houston
Greeters”.

®

greeters

" % s 2 ) . " "6 "
. . % " . " "2 4
% ( " 4 %t "t @ " "
P " TRV $ g §
o A
b oo $. . " $ $ 1"
$" il ) " g8 % . N . 0888
"o 4 oo g -
$ . A U 7" A
7 " " B " Lt h2 ) . % # 5. "¢
b cCs$s "% " ". " C$D * 0" -
) /" 2 82 " $ % . ;
" ESBSH i &

Directions for: The Park at VVoss, 2424 South Voss Road, Houston, TX-77057
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MEMBERS’ CORNER

The teapots will be on display for public viewing from January 5-31 at the Houston
Potters Guild Shop & Gallery, 2726 White Oak Drive. Hundreds of teapots created
by clay artists for this international competition will be juried by Oliver Goldesberry,
owner of the highly respected fine craft and three-dimensional gallery, Goldesberry
Gallery. Check out http://www.houstonpotters.com/

is a January classic and remains an important part of the
Houston community, helping to raise millions of dollars for local charities. Time:
Start at 7:00 a.m. The finish line will close at 1:00 p.m. Location: All pre- and
post-race activities will take place at the George R. Brown Convention Center,
1001 Avenida de las Americas. My daughter will be taking part in the Special
Needs Walk — all for a good cause.

! " $# % " & () " . Richin
history, Mardi Gras! Galveston celebrates its 97" event since it's inception in 1867. See where it
all began at the Mardi Gras Museum located in the Historic Strand District. Make your mark in
history — attend Mardi Gras! Galveston 2008! Twelve days of fun and entertainment! Beginning
on January 25 and it's not over until the Fat Lady sings! Fat Tuesday, February 5. | would
suggest staying overnight to catch all the fun in the streets and eating establishments. Along
the route, many people stand on balconies to throw beads down. A Baring chest is optional!
For more information, click on
http://www.mardigrasgalveston.com/

Venture further out to Port Arthur for the Southeast Texas Mardi Gras Celebrations from Thursday, 31 Jan to
Sunday, 3" February. Click on the following link for more information:
http://www.portarthur.com/mardigras/calendar.htm

The most famous in the region surely belongs to New Orleans whose big parades begin the weekend of Jan 25"
and continue each weekend until Fat Tuesday on February 5. It's a real let-it-all- hang-out
carnival atmosphere or as they say over there”Laissez les bon temps roulez” — let the
good times roll! http://www.experienceneworleans.com/mardigras/index.html will give you
the information you need. Celebrity hint: Kevin Costner will be a Grand Marshall on one of the parade routes.

Nl One of the first rodeos to appear on the calendar and the oldest rodeo in the nation, the
@‘& N legendary + + celebrates its 112" anniversary at the
£ Will Rogers Memorial Center from Jan 11" to Feb 3™ | hear its worth the trip as there is plenty

to see and do besides the rodeo.
For more information, click on http://www.fwstockshowrodeo.com/

Other events of note:

Martin Luther King Parades — Sat 19™ and Mon 21°- downtown Houston. Click on this link for more information:
http://www.mlkgrandeparade.org/ Includes a youth parade and “battle of the bands” at Jones-Cowart Stadium.

Altar Boyz presented by Stages Theater (3201 Allen Parkway). The Broadway musical hit comes to Houston for performances
from December 7 to January 13. For more information, look up http://www.stagestheatre.com/cms_home/index.html
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http://tourtexas.com/eventsbyregion.html

Submissions to the newsletter can be emailed to Mun Molloy, V-P Newsletter, at ich_newsletter@yahoo.com. Events of special
interest to our international members, websites to keep us all in touch and so on are always welcome and is continually
updated and added to our website at ___E" ! . " & 6




ICH ACTIVITIES

Activities Co-Coordinator: Barbara Donnelly (ich_activities@yahoo.com).
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All participants in ICH activities must be members of ICH.
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DINING OUT e .
The next Dining out will be on Friday January 18" .0 . v oy
# % # " - v
K'*$ &* " v b i L ~. $ . )
) # . T3#AOM7CHKI &,k For % " . . Hanne Abrahamsen
more information, please contact Beverly " " $ )
Smolenski
EXPLORE HOUSTON REGULAR ACTIVITIES
The next tour willbe 2 . 25" 0 ) BOOK CLUB
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“A WHISTFUL EVENING OF FUN” /" z .
Come join us for an evening of whist with your )" ) I $ .
partners — a card game that is bound to end in " ey 0" 9
tears or laughter. This fast card game will be . . . . .
hosted by one of our members on the evening of # 3 K" 0
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COOKING CLUB
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No meeting in January!
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Kareen Dee.

FRIDAY NIGHT BRIDGE / " "
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0 % " second
Friday of the month. O " "

. . . 0" Liptayt
FRIENDLY BRIDGE (Tuesday)

Every first and third Tuesday of the month from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.mé % $ $'

" " . $" Raquel
Fernandez{
Please check with Raquel for this month’s meeting
times. No meeting on 1* Jan.

GENTLE GOLF
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ICE SKATING

When: *Second and fourth Thursday of the
month* Note change of day
: E n : Jcn I& 2 M 2 n

&, oL W& . Sandra Pezzetta.

*MOVIE MATINEE*

In January, Movie Matinee will be on the second

Wednesday of the month
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STITCHING GROUP

M # #". N " o"" . 4
.P meet every Monday from 1:00—4:00pmé %

$' " Margaret Wallacel

See note above about a potential new group

SPANISH CLASSES
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Barbara Donnelly

SPANISH CONVERSATION COFFEE
MORNING
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Barbara Donnelly

WEST SIDE WALKERS
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We meet weekly on Friday mornings at 9:00am
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b2 3"k . Kate Horan.
MEMBER SERVICES

We act as facilitators for a number of activities that
may be of interest to our members. If you wish to
participate or if you want to know more please
contact either the leader or Barbara Donnelly

PLAYGROUP
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For information, contact Barbara Donnelly
GET UP AND DANCE!
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contact Bronwyn Brownet
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% . ¢ For more details, contact

Christa Dyson.
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Janet Dunlop or Carol Hammer.




EVENTS & ACTIVITIES CALENDAR - January 2008

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT SUN
1 2 3 4 5 6
Playgroup 10-12 z/MKC 972
Spanish III
2-3.30pm
7 8 9 19 11 12 13
No Cooking Club
# c =51 this month ICH Board Playgroup.10-12 /MKC 9/2
E4HE q *Ice skating *
meeting New day and time Bridge pm
Spanish 11 10.30 am 10.30am
2-3.30pm Spanish I
12.00-1.30 Movie matinee ‘Spanish’ Coffee
morning 10.30am
Spanish I1I
§ - ./
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
BRIDGE Playgroup 10-12
# C *51 10.AM-1PM
E4HE MONTHLY z/NKC 9/2
Spanish IT MEETING DINING OUT
3,30 Spanish I VOSS 10AM
2-3.30pm 12.00-1.30 @ (evening)
Spanish ITI
2-3.30pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
*Ice skating® new
MLK day Spanish I day and time -/MKC 9/2
12.00-1.30 10.30am
# E 4§E ot BOOK CLUB
10.30aM
Spanish IT Book selection
2-3.30pm meeting See details
under ‘Book club’.
Spanish ITI
2-3.30pm
28 29 30 31
# C *51 Spanish I Playgroup 10-12
B 12.00-1.30
Spanish I Spanish III
panis _
2-3.30pm 2-3.30pm

ICH wishes to express their thanks and appreciation to one of our longest standing sponsors,
Mr Clay Poe of Interconex, Inc. of 860 Greens Parkway, Suite 500, Houston, Texas 77067,
for underwriting our brochures. These high-quality brochures are distributed to schools
and organizations and help publicize our organization and its mission of connecting the

expatriate, inpatriate and local communities.

Mr Poe and Interconex, Inc, one of the industry’s largest moving companies, has been a

staunch supporter of ICH since its inception and we are grateful for his continuing

support.




MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

If you have any questions regarding membership, new or renewal, please e-mail
Shelagh Metselaar, VP Membership at ich_membership@yahoo.com.

Thank you very much to all ICH members who have already paid their fees for 2008.

If you wish to renew your membership, please complete a membership form which is available on the website at
www.internationalconnectionshouston.org. Click on the Contact ICH link, find the membership form, and mail it with
your check for $20 (made payable to International Connections of Houston) to the address below:

International Connections of Houston,
14027 Memorial Drive, #394,
Houston, TX 77079.

Alternatively, you may renew your membership at the monthly meeting.
) 1) 2):Ifyoujoined ICH after August 2007, your membership automatically includes 2008 membership. Should
you have any questions or queries, please contactme at34 5/)/*) 1 3.6 2242/ &

The ICH ‘Sunshine’ initiative continues where cards will be sent on behalf of ICH to members who are hospitalized,
recovering from surgery or illness, leaving Houston etc.

Should you know of any of our members who would appreciate a card from ICH, please contact me at the above e-mail
address.

With best wishes for a happy and healthy 2008,
Shelagh Metselaar,
ICH VP, Membership.

¢ ICH membership dues run from January 1* to December 31st.
& The 2008 dues are $20.00
& Only fully paid up members may take part in ICH activities.

Please note that the ICH Membership Directory is compiled solely for the personal use of ICH Members. The use of the directory
for business purposes and distribution of the Directory to any person or entity other than an ICH member is strictly forbidden.

SPONSORS & SERVICE PROVIDERS
ICH would like to thank our faithful and generous sponsors and service providers
Options Resource Careers
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OUR MISSION

To connect, educate and empower members who have lived or are living an international experience.

OUR VISION
To provide an educational and social forum for people in Houston who are interested in international and intercultural
issues. To provide scholarship funds to students who are pursuing an education with an international orientation. To
promote involvement in the local community and to foster global friendships.




