
The Globe, Page 1                                                                                                                                               March 2008 

 
 

 
 

The Globe         March 2008 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
“What sunshine is to flowers, smiles are to humanity. These are but trifles to be sure; but, scattered along life’s 

pathways, the goodness they do is inconceivable.” – Joseph Addison 

 

As I write this, it is a gorgeous sunny afternoon in the low 80’s and I am definitely looking forward to the flowering 
days of Spring!  I haven’t attempted to make a garden basket myself yet as Gail Bullion of Cornelius Nurseries so 
artfully demonstrated last month, but I do enjoy watching Houston burst into color each year.  Please note that our 
March monthly meeting will not be held at the Voss facility; we hope you will join us for a delightful lunch outing at the 
Houston Yacht Club. Please find the details in this newsletter below. 
 
 Recently the ICH Board elected this year’s Nominating Committee to fill the slate of the Board of Directors to be 
elected at our Annual General Meeting in August.  If you would like to serve on the ICH Board or would like to 
nominate someone (with their permission), please contact Kareen Dee, Shelagh Metselaar or myself.  
I cherish the friendships and experiences I have made while serving on the board and hope you will consider 
volunteering as well.  
 
The book exchange at our monthly meetings has met with great success and will now include CD’s and DVD’s. 
Special thanks to Louise and Mike McGuiness for hosting a Crazy Whist evening last month. We are currently in the 
planning stages for a Wine Tasting evening on April 26

th
 – more details and signup will be available at the March 

meeting. Details will also be in the April newsletter. 
  
All my best for St. Patrick’s Day and a Happy Easter! 
 
Chris 

 

MONTHLY MEMBERS’ MEETING – March 2008 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
In 1897, after a summer filled with boating excursions, sailing parties and two hotly contested regattas, a group of 
yachtsmen organized what is today the oldest yacht club in Texas, the Houston Yacht Club (HYC).  The regattas and 
parties continue to this day.  Come join us for a wonderful lunch and a talk at this prestigious club on upper Galveston 
Bay.  For those not rushing to get home for the school run, there may even be a little time to browse the delightful 
shops in nearby Kemah about 10 minutes away.  

The Houston Yacht Club continues their 100 year old tradition of organizing regattas and promoting Houston as a 
nationally recognized yacht racing and recreational boating center. From the first local regatta in 1897 to the national 
and international championships it hosts today, HYC continues to make yachting history on Galveston Bay.   

The delicious buffet lunch, including beautiful views of Galveston Bay will include coffee and tea at the end and a 
delightful door prize will be given away. The cost of the lunch is $20. There is a deadline of March 10th for collection of 
checks so we can finalize numbers.  Checks made payable to ICH can be posted to Kathy Waugh at her address or 
to ICH at International Connections of Houston, 14027 Memorial Drive, #394, Houston, TX 77079.  

Thursday March 20th 
10:00 am to return 2 pm 

Houston Yacht Club 
LATITUDE:  29 37.04'  NORTH, LONGITUDE: 95 00.02'  WEST 

or try 3620 Miramar Drive,  Shoreacres,  TX  77571 

Phone:  (281) 471-1255    Fax: (281) 471-9260 
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Carpooling will be finalized and details of time to meet and return will be sent to all the members a week before we set 
sail for the meeting.   

If you decide to carpool with friends and come on your own, follow these directions: 
From Sam Houston Tollway or 610 
Take the 225 towards La Porte ( East); Take 146 south; Go about 4 miles on 146 and you will come to traffic lights at 
Shoreacres Blvd; Turn left at the traffic lights; Cross over old Hwy 146 and keep going east on Shoreacres Blvd. 
At T-junction turn right (you will see the sign for HYC); Turn left at next stop sign; Keep going until you reach the 
security gate. The building is a pink 1930’s Art deco building and can be seen as you drive along. 
Go through the security gate and tell them you are with ICH. Park anywhere in the car park except for the 
Commodore’s spot! 
 
From Kemah. 
Turn north onto 146 and travel about 5 miles to the traffic lights at Shoreacres Blvd.  Turn right and follow direction 
above. 

 

MEMBERS’ CORNER 
 
Events in town for your interest are too numerous to list, here are a couple of interesting ones, check out this website for a full 
listing: http://www.visithoustontexas.com/visitors/events.php and http://tourtexas.com/eventsbyregion.html 
 

HOUSTON LIVESTOCK SHOW AND RODEO MARCH 3 – 22 AT RELIANT PARK 
The world’s largest livestock exhibition, world’s largest rodeo and premier entertainment 
event. For three weeks in March, the Houston Livestock Show will fill Reliant Center and 
Reliant Arena with world-class livestock exhibitors bringing their best stock for evaluation by 
professional judges. The kickoff for the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo™ is the Rodeo 
Parade, after trail riders ride into town and set up camp in Memorial Park. All 20 

championship rodeo competitions are concluded with entertainment by music superstars. Click on: 
http://www.rodeohouston.com/ 
 
Houston Arboretum and Nature Center ( http://www.houstonarboretum.org/)  at 4501 Woodway 
Drive is an urban jungle set in Memorial Park and offers a whole host of programs from early morning 
Bird walks (on Tues, Thurs and Sat from 6.45 – 8 am until 03/27) to learning how to garden 
organically.  Backyard  Birds teaches you to identify your garden birds (March 18 and 19 from 7 – 9 pm).   
**Note:  I saw a pair of hawks along Terry Hershey Park last Friday walking with the Westside Walkers. 
 
Also offered by the River Oaks Garden Club are 
 
Twilight Tours at Bayou Bend, 1 Westcott 
These tours offer guests a chance to see the gardens in 
the early evening light, enjoy a stroll through the house 
with an optional audio tour, and relax with a glass of 
wine and light hors d’oeuvres afterward.  
Thursdays, 5 to 8 pm 
March 6, 13, 20, and 27 
Reservations are not required.  
Admission is $8 to $10. 
 
http://www.riveroaksgardenclub.org/ 
 
http://www.riveroaksgardenclub.org/BayouBend.cfm 
 
 For more information on the Azalea Trail, click on 
http://www.riveroaksgardenclub.org/AzaleaTrail.cfm 
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Submissions to the newsletter can be emailed to the V-P Newsletter, at ich_newsletter@yahoo.com.  Events of special interest to 
our international members, websites to keep us all in touch and so on are always welcome and is continually updated and added 
to our website at http://internationalconnectionshouston.org/ 
 

International Connections of Houston  
Presents two “EXPLORE HOUSTON” Tours 

Contact Monica White for details and payment  
 

(1) Tour of the Fort Bend County Museum 
Tuesday, March 25, 2008 at 9:30 a.m. 

500 Houston Street, Richmond TX 770469, Tel: 281-342-6478 
http://www.fortbendmuseum.org/ 

 
2-hour tour of the Museum Complex:  Museum 
Gallery, Long-Smith Cottage, and Moore Home. 

$4 per person, with a minimum of 15 people.  
(Regular admission $5 per person)  Pay on the day 
of the tour. 

Self-pay lunch after the tour at:  
Sandy McGee’s (281-344-9393) 
314 Morton Street at 4th Street, Richmond, TX  77469 
http://www.sandymcgees.com/ 
 
Carpooling from Monica White’s House – directions given separately 
 
Directions to the Fort Bend County Museum: 
From Memorial and Hwy 6:  Drive south on Hwy 6 about 11 miles.  
Stay on access road beside the overpass over train tracks that parallel US 90-ALT W.  Turn right (west) on US 90 and 
continue about 7 miles. US 90 divides over two bridges at the Brazos River.  After crossing the river, you will be on 
Jackson Street in the city of Richmond.  Turn left at 5th street.  Go 2 blocks to Houston St.  The museum is on the 
right side at the intersection of Houston and 5th.  Park on the street. 
From Katy: Go south on Grand Parkway (99) to US 90-Alt.  Turn right. 
From I-59 south: Exit Sugar Land/Stafford/Corporate Dr/ US-90-ALT 
 

(2) Tour of Festival Hill At Round Top, Texas 
Wednesday, May 28, 2008 at 11 a.m.  
(Two-hour drive from West Houston) 

http://www.rtis.com/reg/roundtop/festival.htm or http://www.festivalhill.org/ 
 

One and a half-hour tour of the International Festival-Institute at Round Top including:  Concert Hall, two Museum 
Rooms, Edythe Bates 

Old Chapel, and parlors 
in the Menke House.  

$5 per person.  Pay on 
the day of the tour. 
 

Self-pay lunch after tour at: 
Klump’s Restaurant 
Corner of Hwy 237 & Mill Street, Round Top, Texas 
(979) 249-5696 
http://www.klumpscafe.com/ 
 
If you like, you may carpool from Monica White’s home - directions will be given separately.  
Leave Monica’s home at 9 a.m.  
Monica will send information about the tour and directions to Round Top by email to those who sign up for the tour. 
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ICH ACTIVITIES 
Activities Co-Coordinator:  Chris Lusignan (ich_activities@yahoo.com). 

Please contact the activity leaders directly for information (personal details are in the ICH MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY) or 
direct your queries to ich_activities@yahoo.com.  All participants in ICH activities must be members of ICH. 
 

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 
DINING OUT   
Contact: Bev Smolenski or Rose Gaspari 
Enjoy fine food and wine in the company of other ICH 
members and their partners. Next outing is in April.  
 
EXPLORE HOUSTON   
Contact: Monica White 
The next tour will be March 25th at 9.30 am to Fort 
Bend County Museum in Richmond. 2-hour tour 
will end with a self-pay lunch at Sandy McGee’s on 
Morton and 4th Street in Richmond.  See below for 
more details. 
Coming up in May: Tour to Round Top of the 
International Festival Institute will be May 28th.. 

 

 
INTERNATIONAL LUNCH  
Contact: Carole Stecker 
These lunches are delicious, fun to attend and very 
popular!  You can also host an event or cook for one. 
 
NEW2ICH COFFEE   
Contact: Linda Hunter 
Open to new or potential members.  Come for coffee 
and conversation with ICH and Board members. 
If you would like to attend, please contact Linda or 
Liz. 
 
 

NEW ACTIVITIES 
CARD-MAKING Contact: Shelagh Metselaar 

Shelagh is currently running card-making classes. Due to limited spaces, the first class is fully subscribed. If you are 
interested in the next one - March/April - please email her. 
 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES 
 

MORNING HANDICRAFTS  Contact: Hanne Abrahamsen 
Hanne has offered to run a morning handicrafts session (stitching, quilt making, knitting and other activities). If you 
want to join and cannot make the current afternoon session, please contact Hanne to discuss setting up a new group. 

 
FEATURED CLUB OF THE MONTH – WESTSIDE WALKERS 

This segment features a regular ICH activity and we hope it will spark your interest in joining a club when you get to hear 
from these members how fun they are and a wonderful way to know other members. 

(Contributor – Brigid Lomax, Fitness Fiend) 
 
Nine o’clock on Friday morning, from October to April, sees a gaggle of ICH gals chatting and considering the 
weather, by the rotunda at Terry Hershey Park (just off Memorial, near Eldridge). Perhaps there are turkey vultures 
soaring overhead; occasionally one’s attention is diverted by a cyclist who insists on riding right through the group on 
the path. The ladies are waiting for the inevitable few (that’s me) that arrive at the last moment.  
 
9.02 am, and our leader rounds us up: ‘Which way today, gals?’ We leave a stone strategically placed on a railing so 
that anyone who was held up in traffic will know whether we took the right or the left-hand paved path, and perhaps 
take a short cut to catch us up. About 4 to 15 walkers set off together, but very soon, groups of two or three settle into 
a pace that they (and any doggie friends on leashes) can manage. It’s good to have Kate as a pacesetter, so that the 
walk becomes a good workout, though some of would stop to admire a red cardinal in a tree  
or sniff the honeysuckle in early summer.  
 
9.30am, if the front walkers are in sight, we see them turn. Immediately we turn back ourselves, only to  
find they are walking beside us a while later. Oh, to have long legs or more stamina!   
At 10, we are back in the car park, and ready to replace lost fluid and calories at a nearby coffee shop! 
 
This is a weekly event that I really look forward to.  Most of the group are regulars but there’s always someone new, 
and it is a great way to keep in touch with friends and get a bit of healthy exercise into the bargain. 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

BOOK CLUB  
Held on 4th Thursday of the month at 10.30am 
Directions to the venue will be given.  You can choose 
one or more titles and attend the appropriate meeting. 
"Casuals" are most welcome. 
Contact Amber Wickwire OR Jeanne Hero.  
March Book: 
Diplomatic Baggage: the adventures of a trailing 
spouse by Brigid Keenan. “It-really-happened-to-me” 
stories from a British fashion journalist who married a 
diplomat in the 60s.  Most of us will be able to relate to this 
one!  (www.librarieswest.org.uk)   
April Book: 
Headlong: a Novel by Michael Frayn. An academic 
conducts research on a painting he has discovered in the 
home of an unsuspecting provincial squire.  He believes it is 
a Bruegel and so begins a tale of lies and concealment as he 
schemes to separate the painting from its owner.  
(http://www.enotes.com) 
 
COOKING CLUB   
A Casual cooking club is held every second Tuesday 
of the month. Next meeting is on March 11th at 10.30 
am featuring vegetable side dishes. 
Contact Kareen Dee.  
 
FRENCH CONVERSATION 
Parlez en francais avec café. Brush up on your French 
conversational skills.  This month is March 11 at 2pm. 
Contact Cécile Granger. 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT BRIDGE Come with a partner or 
request a partner to play fun bridge on the second 
Friday of the month.  
Contact Friedel Liptay.  
 
FRIENDLY BRIDGE  
Every first and third Tuesday of the month from 10:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
Contact Raquel Fernandez. 
 
ICE SKATING  
Second and fourth Thursday of the month at 11am 
At Galleria Ice Rink.  Meet at La Madeleine at 
10.30am for coffee. Contact Sandra Pezzetta. 
 
MOVIE MATINEE 
Every first Wednesday of the month. 
Contact Beverly Smolenski.  
 
STITCHING GROUP  
The Lone Star Stitchers (embroidery, quilting, cross-  
stitch etc) meet every Monday from 1:00–4:00pm.  
Contact   Margaret Wallace. 

 
SPANISH CLASSES 
If you are interested in Spanish classes  
Contact Barbara Donnelly  
 
SPANISH CONVERSATION COFFEE 
MORNING 
The group meets every second Thursday of the month 
at 10.30am. for people to practice Spanish in a friendly 
and supportive environment.  Native Spanish speakers 
are actively encouraged to attend this group.  This 
month meet March 13 at 10.30 am at La Madeleine at 
Woodway and Voss. 
Contact Judy Patel. 
 
WEST SIDE WALKERS 
Every Friday morning at 9:00am, at Terry Hershey 
Park on Memorial Drive, and ¼ mile west of Eldridge.   
Contact Kate Horan.  
 

MEMBER SERVICES 
We act as facilitators for a number of activities that 
may be of interest to our members.  If you wish to 
participate or if you want to know more please 
contact either the leader or Barbara Donnelly 
 
PLAYGROUP  
ICH members have been invited to join the TANZOT 
playgroup. They don’t mind at all if you are not from 
The Antipodes! The playgroup meets every Thursday 
morning 10:00am-12:00pm, usually at a member’s 
home. For mothers and children from 0-4. Contact 
Activities V-P. 
 
GET UP AND DANCE!  
If you would like to know where the best places are to 
dance in Houston, or if you want to know where to go 
to learn to dance then Bronwyn can help you. 
Contact Bronwyn Browne.  
 
Looking for something for the teenagers to do during 
the vacations? Christa is organizing trips and outings 
for teenaged children.  
Contact Christa Dyson. 
 
H.I.N.T.s (Houston International Newcomers Team) 
We have a team of people to help newcomers to ICH. 
They have put together a welcome pack full of useful 
information about Houston. If you have any 
suggestions or wish to be involved please 
Contact Janet Dunlop or Carol Hammer. 
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EVENTS & ACTIVITIES CALENDAR – March 2008 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT SUN 

     1 2 
3 

STITCHING GROUP 
1 – 4 pm 

 
SPANISH II 
2-3.30pm 

4 
BRIDGE 

10am – 1pm 
 

SPANISH I 
12 – 1.30 pm 

5 
 
 

MOVIE MATINEE 
 

6 
PLAYGROUP  
10am-12pm 

 
SPANISH III 
2-3.30 pm 

7 
WALKING 

9 am 
 

BRIDGE 
 pm 

8 
 

9 
 
 

Daylight 
savings 

time 

10 
STITCHING GROUP 

1 – 4 pm 
 
 
 

SPANISH II 
2-3.30pm 

 

11 
COOKING CLUB  

10.30 am 
 

SPANISH I 
12 – 1.30 pm 

 
FRENCH 

CONVERSATION 
2 pm 

 

12 
 
 
 

ICH BOARD MEETING 
10.30 AM 

 

13 
PLAYGROUP  
10am-12pm 

 
*ICE SKATING * 

10.30am 
 

‘SPANISH’ COFFEE 
MORNING  
10.30am  

 
SPANISH III 
2-3.30pm 

14 
WALKING 

9 am 
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
 

17 
STITCHING GROUP 

1 – 4 pm 
 

SPANISH II 
2-3.30pm 

18 
BRIDGE 

10am – 1pm 
 

SPANISH I 
12 – 1.30 pm 

19 
 

20 
MONTHLY 

MEETING  @ 
HOUSTON YACHT 

CLUB  10AM 
 

SPANISH III 
2-3.30pm 

21 
 

WALKING 
9 am 

 

22 
 

23 

 
   

24 
STITCHING GROUP 

1 – 4 pm 
 

SPANISH II 
2-3.30pm 

 
 

31 MARCH 

25 
 

SPANISH I 
12 – 1.30 pm 

 
EXPLORE 
HOUSTON 

TOUR  
9.30 AM to Fort Bend 

County Museum in 
Richmond 

26 
 

27 
PLAYGROUP  
10am-12pm 

 
BOOK CLUB 10.30am 

 
*ICE SKATING * 

10.30am 
 

SPANISH III 
2-3.30pm 

28 
 

WALKING 
9 am 

29  30 

 
Lisa Tylee, Charity Fundraiser and Bicyclist, who gave a very brief talk on her goals (to raise funds for children’s 
charities in Venezuela through her foundation Veniños) and aims (to ride through the length and width of the 
United States with a modified bike as she has no left knee) has kindly offered some answers to our questions. She 
hopes to raise awareness of their fundraising goal of US$75,000 and to raise the profile of their charity Veniños 
(Venezuelan children in need – improving “the lives of street and shantytown children in urban Venezuela”). 

What made you want to take up such a challenge?  
Lisa: Jane Blake (her friend and co-founder of Veniños) made me do it! Seriously, after  living in Valencia and Caracas 
in Venezuela,  first as an exchange student and then working in the shanty towns there, there is a limit on what you can 
do individually (helping the children).  Jane Blake and I were both working on it and wanted to formalize the 
fundraising effort. Veniños was registered in 2003. The underlying focus is on education – there’s a Sport Education 
Program.  If a child is a member of a sports team, he will be part of a group and protected from becoming a gang 
member.   There is also “Maestro en casa” which is a community outreach program teaching mothers basic skills. 
Why cycle and when did you last cycle competitively? 
Lisa: I took the bike out last year… 20 years ago, I did some cycling around Europe and 12 years ago I did some more! 
You walked from the top end of Britain to the bottom – why take up such a challenge in the States? 
Lisa: (laughs) I spoke before I thought!! The U.S. is too big to walk.  We found no cycling equivalent for what I am 
doing – the U.S. side to side twice over  ...Plus the sides!  
 
GOOD LUCK LISA!  If you want to follow Lisa’s 9,000-mile progress through the U.S. or simply want to donate, 
click on:  http://www.veninos.org/  or click on:  http://www.firstgiving.com/cycleusa2008. 
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

Questions regarding membership please e-mail Shelagh Metselaar, VP Membership at ich_membership@yahoo.com. 
  

  
Thank you very much to all who have renewed ICH Membership for 2008. There will be a new Membership Directory 
circulated to all members at the end of March.  
  

If you wish to renew your membership, please complete a membership form which is available on the website at 
www.internationalconnectionshouston.org. Click on the Contact ICH link, find the membership form, and mail it with your check for 
$20 (made payable to International Connections of Houston) to the address below:               
 

International Connections of Houston, 

14027 Memorial Drive, #394, 

Houston, TX 77079. 

 

Alternatively, you may renew your membership at the monthly meeting.  
Please note: If you joined ICH after August 2007, your membership automatically includes 2008 membership. Should you have any 
questions or queries, please contact me at ich_membership@yahoo.com .  
 

The ICH ‘Sunshine’ initiative continues where cards will be sent on behalf of ICH to members who are hospitalized, recovering from 
surgery or illness, leaving Houston etc.  Should you know of any of our members who would appreciate a card from ICH, please 
contact me at the above e-mail address.  
 
Kind regards,     
Shelagh Metselaar, 
ICH VP Membership.  

 

 
♦ ICH membership dues run from January 1st to December 31st. 
♦ The 2008 dues are $20.00 
♦ Only fully paid up members may take part in ICH activities. 
 

Please note that the ICH Membership Directory is compiled solely for the personal use of ICH Members. The use of the directory 
for business purposes and distribution of the Directory to any person or entity other than an ICH member is strictly forbidden. 
 

SPONSORS & SERVICE PROVIDERS 
ICH would like to thank our faithful and generous sponsors and service providers 

Options Resource Careers  
for funding refreshments at our monthly meetings. 

The Park at Voss 
2424 South Voss Road, Houston, TX-77057 
for our spacious meeting venue and parking. 

Jackie Verity, Career Coach 
4801 Woodway Drive, Suite 300East, Houston, TX 77056 

for underwriting our website  
The UPS Store 

14027 Memorial Drive, Houston, TX-77079 
for professional assistance.  

ICH recommends Hatim Amiji for all your printing and postal needs. 
Clay Poe of Interconex, Inc. 

860 Greens Parkway, Suite 500, Houston, Texas 77067 
for underwriting our brochures 

 
OUR MISSION 

To connect, educate and empower members who have lived or are living an international experience. 
 

OUR VISION 
To provide an educational and social forum for people in Houston who are interested in international and intercultural 

issues. To provide scholarship funds to students who are pursuing an education with an international orientation. To 
promote involvement in the local community and to foster global friendships. 

 


